
The Gospel to the World… 
Acts 1-11 

 

Sermon 1: 

The gospels record the Life of Christ… His birth, life, ministry, miracles, 

teachings, death, burial, resurrection, commission to His disciples and His 

ascension into heaven where He is preparing a place for us and from where we 

await His return!  Jesus said, “And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached 

in the whole world as a testimony to all nations, and then the end will come.” 

(Matthew 24:14)  

 

As Matthew’s gospel closes, Jesus has one last moment with His disciples and 

commissions them to “go and make disciples of all nations.”  (Matt. 28:16-20)   

 

As we tread into the Book of Acts, Luke continues the account of the 

commission with Jesus telling His disciples they will His “witnesses in 

Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (1:8-11) 

 

Before leaving, Jesus told His disciples to go back to Jerusalem and wait… and 

they did!  Ten days later, on the Day of Pentecost, their waiting ended!  Just as 

Jesus had promised, the Holy Spirit came on them and they began speaking in 

tongues… then preaching in the streets!  I and it cut the people to their heart! 

(2:37) Realizing the Messiah had come and they crucified Him, they asked, 

“What do we do?” and Peter answered… “Repent and be baptized every one of 

you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins.  And you will 

receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.”  (2:38) 

                         

The Church was born that day as about 3,000 answered the invitation and were 

baptized!  The message has never changed, and neither has the response. 

 

A lot happens in the chapters that follow.  However, I must stop here for a 

moment and address Matthew 24:14.  When mission speakers share their work, I 

think most do a great job of pointing out this was referring to more than just 

geographical boundaries of countries, but rather, to people groups of the world.  

We often hear there are more than 1300 such people groups in the world who 

have not heard the gospel.  Then the caveat, “they must hear the gospel before 

the end will come.”  That often leaves us with a mistaken and dangerous idea 

that Jesus won’t be returning any time soon.  

 

When the gospel was first preached on the Day of Pentecost, there were staying 

in Jerusalem, God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven (2:5).  In Acts 

8, when Stephen was stoned for his faith, a great persecution broke out against 

the Church at Jerusalem, and all except the apostles were scattered throughout 

Judea and Samaria, and “Those who had been scattered preached the word 

wherever they went. (8:1-4) 

 

In chapter 10 the Lord sends Peter to the home of Cornelius, a Gentile!  On that 

visit, Peter realizes God accepts men from every nation.  (10:34-35) 

 

As the Book of Acts continues to unfold, chapter 11 tells us, “those who were 

scattered by the persecution traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch 

telling the message only to Jews” (Acts 11:19) and next verse goes on to say, 

“Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and 

began to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord 

Jesus” (Acts 11:20). 

 

The message spread just as Jesus said, from Jerusalem, to Judea and Samaria, 

and now to ends of the earth.  This continued as the church grew, and the 

message of Christ spread, until Paul said, “…This is the gospel that you heard 

and that has been proclaimed to every creature under heaven…”  (Colossians 

1:23).  In other words, there was a time when all the nations, people groups, and 

creature under heaven, had heard the gospel.   

 

The fact that over two thousand years many refused to believe and thus never 

passed it on in their cultures leaves us with many people groups today who have 

never heard.  But it does not negate the fact that at one time the gospel had been 

preached to the whole world as a testimony to all nations.  

 

Why is this important?  Because to miss this leaves us believing we have all the 

time in the world.  It makes us like Felix (who we will read about in chapter 24).  

As Paul talked about righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix 

was afraid and said, “That’s enough for now! You may leave. When I find it 

convenient, I will send for you.” There is no more convenient time than NOW!  

Today is the day of salvation. (2 Cor. 6:2) 

 

The urgency is not to tell the nations so the end CAN come, rather the urgency is 

to tell the nations BECAUSE THE END CAN COME AT ANY MOMENT!  

That makes it all the more urgent we tell as many as we can, in as many ways as 

we can, as many times as we can, Jesus is coming again, and it may be very 

soon!   

 

There are so many sermons that could come from the first 11 chapters of Acts.  

That was one of them.  I think I have time for one more!  

 

As more and more folks worship with us at MCC, they find themselves really 

enjoying the love we share as a family of God.  Our love for one another, for our 

community and for you, is genuine!  And there is always room to love more! 

 

When the question of “church membership” or “joining the church” comes up, 

the conversation seems most often to turn to baptism.  If you have worshipped 

with us long you have observed we baptize by immersion.  I want to spend the 

time we have left this morning to tell you why. 
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Let me preface this by saying, the Bible is our final rule for matters of faith and 

practice.  The Bible says there is “one Lord, one faith, one baptism;” (Eph. 4:5) 

and that baptism is NOT into the church; we are baptized into Christ, His death, 

burial and resurrection.  (Romans 6:1-4) 

                  

Therefore, if you have been baptized by immersion, you don’t have to be 

“baptized again” to “join our church.”  As an immersed believer in Christ, you 

can place your membership by your confession of faith.  That’s called 

“transferring” your membership.  As an already immersed believer in Christ… 

you can do that. 

 

But what about baptism by immersion?  Why not sprinkling or pouring?  As I 

said earlier, the Christian Church seeks to follow the Bible as our rule of faith 

and practice.  In the New Testament, and especially throughout the Book of 

Acts, baptism is mentioned quite regularly. 

 

The New Testament was written in Greek a beautiful and precise, albeit difficult 

language.  It does NOT have “catch-all” or “category” words, for example like 

our word “love”!  You have no idea what someone means by that word except in 

the context it is used!  We “love” people and things, good times and God. 

 

The Greek language has a different word for each of those scenarios. 

   “agape” is unconditional love… God’s love 
   “phileō” is brotherly love… 

   “storgē” is love for inanimate things… 

   “eros” is erotic love between husband and wife (never used in the Bible) 

 

And the same is true for baptism!  The Greek language has a word for immerse, 

a word for sprinkle, a word for pour and even a word for “get wet!” 

   “baptizo” means to dip… submerge… plunge… immerse 

”rhantizo” mans to sprinkle  

   “cheo” means to pour 

    and “hugros” means to get wet 

 

In the New Testament the word for baptism is always “baptizo” to immerse!  It 

was that way for 1200 years!  Here’s how all that changed. 

 

In 753 A.D. Pope Steven II, at the request of the Monks of Cressy, allowed 

baptism by pouring or sprinkling water on the head but only in CASES OF 

NECESSITY.  Over 550 years later, in 1311 A.D. the (Catholic) legislature, in a 

council held in Ravenna, declared immersion or sprinkling to be indifferent.  But 

for over 1200 years baptism was always by immersion. 

 

 

Now, fast forward another 300 years, 1611 A.D.!  Three historical events have 

taken place.  In 1492 a New World had been discovered!  By 1539 the printing 

press was in use in the New World!  And, 1611, King James authorized the 

Bible be translated into the English language.  However, by this time sprinkling 

had become the standard practice in the church for over 300 years… and King 

James was sprinkled!   

 

So, when the translators got to the word “baptizo” they refused to tell the King 

he had not been baptized correctly, and instead of TRANSLATING the word… 

they just TRANSLITERATED it.  In other words, instead of giving it an English 

meaning… they gave it an English spelling!  “Baptize” as we have it in the 

English bible is an untranslated word. But it still means to immerse.  And THAT 

is why we baptize by immersion. 

 

One last thing.  If you, or your mother and father, or your grandmother and 

grandfather were sprinkled or poured for their baptism, this is NOT a statement 

against them.  This is simply the teaching of the New Testament as we 

understand it, and therefore, it is the teaching we share and practice.  If we have 

brought you to another place in your understanding of Scriptures, we encourage 

you to be baptized by immersion. 

 

 

WHAT I WILL DO WITH THIS MESSAGE: ________________________ 
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