LOVE
I am the vine; you are the branches.  If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. (Jn 15:10)
We’ve been learning how we can think and act more like Jesus. But we want to do more than just mimic the thoughts and behaviors of Jesus. We want to be more like Jesus in the core of our being.  We don't want these beliefs and practices to just be what we think and how we act... we want them to help shape us into who we ARE!

As we enter into these last 10 weeks of our BELIEVE series, this is a critical stage.  Here is where the changes in our thinking and acting begin to be noticed by others outwardly.  And as they notice the difference Jesus makes in our lives, we have the opportunity to influence those we interact with each day.

Today, we look at the virtue of LOVE.  The undisputed champion of love, and the definitive word on love is 1 Corinthians 13.  Today we'll look at verses 4-8 and walk our way through them like this:

   What Love ____________ v. 4-5
   What Love _______ v. 4
   What Love _____________ do  v. 4-6, 8
   What Love __________ do  v. 6-7
Love is that hope and desire and activity in our lives we ____________ devote to someone else.  

The dictionary tells us love is “an intense feeling of deep affection.”  

Our culture tells us love is a feeling.  

But did you see anything  in 1 Cor. 13 about feelings?  God does not tell us to feel love for others.  We can’t always trust our feelings... and we can almost never control them.  We can control our decisions and our actions.  God tells us to love others whether we feel like it or not.  Our challenge, then, is to be loving.  To be loving to each other here as a community of faith.   And to be a loving family of faith to the  community around us.  

Jesus' teaching in the Sermon on the Mt. (Matthew 5:43-44) is for us to love our enemies and pray for those who persecute us. How do you do that?  You don't... if loving them is a feeling!  But you can... if loving them is a decision!

Simply put, God loves us because he chooses to love us.  His love is:

    _______________________
    _______________________
    _______________________

When John was looking for a short definition of God  he put it as clearly as possible.  Three words.  Subject... verb... and direct object.  

                        God is love.   (1 John 4:8).

And here’s his point: you will give the kind of love you have received.  

   Receive a conditional love... and you will give a conditional love.  

   Receive an unconditional love... and you will learn to give an 

       unconditional love.  Not perfectly.  At least not on this side of 

       heaven.  But you can learn to give a love that is unlike the love the 

       world gives.
Brennan Manning said,  “God will ask one question upon your arrival in heaven: ‘Did you believe I loved you?’”
WHAT I WILL DO WITH THIS MESSAGE:  ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
