GIVING MY RESOURCES
Giving My Resources. That’s a “PC” way of saying we’re talking about money. Many have left the church, or avoid the church, saying, “All they are interested in is your money.”  But many are surprised to learn the Bible has a LOT to say about money and the use of  money.  Of the 38 parables of Jesus, 16 of them deal with money and possessions.  One out of every 10 verses in the four Gospels refer to money.  Paul writes, “see that you also excel in this grace of giving.”   (2 Cor.8:7)

Let’s begin with a very simple, but true statement. God doesn’t need our money!   (Ps. 50:7, 9-10,12)  But He wants our heart (Matthew 6:21).

God is fundamentally a gift-giver.  
Generosity is rooted in the character of God.  (John 3:16)  
God gives to us... so we can give to others. 

We don’t give to GET... We get to GIVE. 
See yourself as a River... and not a Reservoir.
The reason a lot of people struggle so much with giving is because they don't truly understand ______________.   Everything belongs to God; we’re just borrowing it.  We’re living in borrowed bodies... on borrowed time... with borrowed resources. 
HOW TO LIVE GENEROUSLY
   Giving and generosity are not synonymous. 

      Giving is the __________. 
      Generosity is the ______________ behind the action. 
1. Check your ________________  (Matthew 6:24) 

2. Develop an ______________ of gratitude (1 Thessalonians 5:18) 
3. Trust the _____________ to Provide (Philippians 4:19)
      
4. Put Your ____________ Where Your Mouth Is  (1Jn 3:16–18)
A few practical issues and questions about the tithe:
1.  First, Scripture tells us to bring the _______ tithe to the Lord's house.  

2. Second, for clarity... our time and our resources are ___________ gifts we offer to God.  It is not either/or, it is both/and. 

3.  _____ verses _________.  
         There was no such thing as “net income” in the Bible.  Jesus said, “render unto Caesar what is Caesar’s and unto God what is God’s.”  (Matthew 22:21)  He didn’t say render unto God what is left after Caesar takes his portion.  
4.  We often talk about ___________ up to a tithe.  (Malachi 3:10)
         This is the only place in Scripture... and the only subject... where 
         God issues a challenge to test Him.
Feeling inspired?  Here’s what is going to happen.

1. It will start with ___________.  
      

2. _______________...  I can do this!

3. _______.  
      

4. __________.  
      

5. _________.  
      
6. _________.  
      
Here’s a truth: You can come to this church every week and never give a single cent. That’s the freedom and choice you have. The Gospel of Jesus Christ is God’s free gift to us all. He did this because He loves us. 

Here’s a question for you: Do you give your resources because you think you have to do it?  Or do you give because you want to give?  Proverbs 21:26 (NLT)
What I will do with this message: _______________________________
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